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Socrates — one of the wisest and most
courageous people in history and
therefore someone worth listening to —
said that the best thing for a human to
do everyday is to discuss virtue and
other such topics. One of my hopes is
that you will take his advice and discuss
everyday at least one such topic as virtue
or goodness or beauty or justice or truth
or love or morality or friendship or
knowledge or God or (fill in the blank!).
The conviction of Socrates was, and
perhaps the deepest conviction of
philosophers is, that far more good
comes from our discussing such topics
than from ignoring them or thinking
about them only in solitude.
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RICHARD E. CREEL

An Introduction
to Critical Reflection

and Rational Dialogue
{

Thinking Philosophically

An Introduction to Critical Reflection and Rational Dialogue

Richard E. Creel is Professor of Philosophy and
Religion at Ithaca College. He is a past president
of the New York State Philosophical Association
and is author of Religion and Doubt (second
edition, 1991) and Divine Impassibility (1986).

Thinking Philosophically begins by helping the
reader acquire a lively sense of what philosophy
is, how it began, why it persists, and how it is
related to other fields of study, especially science.
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